[bookmark: _Hlk93567968]                                                 MINUTES 
                                          OF THE SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
              at Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH.
                                       ON SATURDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 10 AM.                                                                     
52  25-26   To Record the Members and Public Present:	10.am.
		  Councillor (Chairman) Mr R Gaylor.
	  Parish Councillors: Mr N Andrews, Mr R Cann and Mrs C Lines.
	  Ward and Essex County Councillor: Mr M Steptoe.
	  Members of the Public:   None.
	  The Parish Clerk: Mr B Summerfield.
53  25-26   Apologies and reasons for absence:      
		  To be received by the Clerk only in person via: email, letter and telephone. 
i		  Acceptance of the reason for absence:  Mrs A Coutts (agreed).
ii	     Ward Councillors: Ms A Marriot and Mr A Williams.
54  25-26   Declarations of Interests:
i		  To receive all declarations of interests including dispensations under the relevant provision s.33 of the
	      Localism Act 2011.  
ii		  Councillor Mr R Gaylor declared an interest in Finance re: purchase of the Sutton Wreath.
iii		  The Chairman reminds Councillors to declare any further interests now and as they became evident to them, 
55  25-26   Public Forum: ( 5 min per person only )
	  Councillors, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions/statements from members of the public.
	  Ward/Essex Councillor Mr M Steptoe reported: Devolution and Gov reform: Sutton PC supports RDC’s proposed 
  4 way split with Rochford, Maldon, Brentwood and Chelmsford – Government decides in November 2025 – Public    
	  consultation in 2026 – Elections possible in 2026 – ‘Shadow Mayoral’ elections in 2026 – ‘Mayoral’ elections in 
	  2027 with possible 3 ward councillors per division – the present District Councils may be defunct by 2028 – Green 
	  overgrowth on Sutton and Shopland roads and pavements, green cutbacks, Gulleys and White Line are being 
      chased – Questions re: the Fossets plans from the RDC re: Flood attenuation Pond, 32, Residential Car Parking 
      Spaces, Two Utility Substations, Access and Landscaping are being chased.
56  25-26   To Receive the Minutes of the Meetings of 23rd JULY 2025 and 7th August 25.
	  The Minutes were Resolved agreed.
		  Proposed by Councillors: Mr N Andrews, seconded by Mr R Cann and agreed by all.		
 		  The Chairman duly signed both Minutes as a correct record.
57  25-26   Matters arising from the Minutes:  
		  None
[bookmark: _Hlk214197071]58  25-26   Planning consultations:	   
i	      i	Application no. 25/00477/FUL Land North of Smithers Chase, Sutton Road, Rochford, Essex.
(Construction of Flood Attenuation Pond, 32, Residential Car Parking Spaces, Two Utility Substations, 
Access and Landscaping).	
The Sutton Parish Council objection: Appendix 1.
ii	      i	To receive/record the Sutton Parish Council objections to the Planning application 25/00933/FULM 
 	      	Southend on Sea City Council re: Fossetts Farm Playing Fields & Jones Memorial Recreation Ground.
      ii	The above objections were Agreed and Ratified.
Proposed by Councillors: Mr N Andrews, seconded by Mrs C Lines and agreed by all.
iii	      Application no: 24/00523/FUL All Saints Church Hall, Sutton Road, Rochford, Essex SS4
		  (Rebuild Existing Fire Damaged Church Hall to Existing Footprint).
		  The Sutton Parish Council approve and support.
iv		  The letter of SPC support (16/09/25) for the RDC’s Local Government Reorganisation, to Cllr Danielle Belton
	 	  for the RDC’s proposed 4 way split with Rochford, Maldon, Brentwood and Chelmsford was recorded.
59  25-26    Training and Correspondence:
i    	    To receive an e/letter August 2025 re: RHALC Minutes.
ii    	    The Clerk’s report re: CJT history search is proving difficult to complete.
iii	    Extra: offered emailed EALC Councillor training, was discussed.
iv   	    E/letters August 2025 from Councillor Mr R Gaylor re: The Elf’s work re: VE Day and VJ Day were recorded.
v	      Letters/emails, Publications and Bundles: Making the Links, Fieldwork, Bus timetables, Essex Area Forum, etc.
60  25-26    Parish Online .gov.uk email address:
i		   Councillors individual .gov email names were agreed as: 
			cllr.richard.gaylor@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk
			cllr.norman.andrews@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk
			cllr.rikki.cann@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk
			cllr.alison.coutts@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk
			cllr.christine.lines@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk
		   
ii		   The new clerk@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk email address has been authenticated by Parish Online.
iii	       The PKF acknowledgement of the new address clerk@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk has been received.
iv		    Agreed a mandatory (2025-26) IT Policy as required by the Practitioners Guide 2025, will be set up by the Clerk.
61  25-26     Finance:   (AGAR EX0242).
i		    The SPC Financial and Metro Bank Statements ending 27th September 2025 were recorded.
ii		    The above financial statement balances were agreed by Councillors: Mrs C Lines and Mr R Cann.
iii	    The newly setup Metro Bank’s online Bank transfers are available as agreed, with the Clerk’s OK from the Chairman.
iv	     The emergency online Bank Transfer to Mr J Watson (Internal Auditor) @ £185.00 was agreed and recorded.
v		    The PKF acknowledgement re: Exemption 2024-25 declaration was recorded.
vi	        The NJC for Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2025 x 3.20% per hour from April 2025 was agreed and was     
	        recorded.
vii	     Agreed a letter to the Metro Bank, updating the Clerks salary Standing Order from October 25 @ £293.19 was recorded.
viii	     Agreed a payment to: B Summerfield re: Back Pay from April 25 @ £67.71 was recorded. 			
ix	     The Clerk’s enquiry to Npower re: the present lack of invoices and unpaid payments to date was recorded.
x	     The quotation from a supplier for the Npower Streetlighting energy costs is awaited.  		
xi	     The agree a payment to: HMRC-RTI re: (2nd Quarter October 25 payment) @ £71.04 x 3 = £213.89 was recorded.
xii/a	     A payment to: Mr R Gaylor re: Remembrance Day Wreath @ £24.99 was recorded.
xii/b	     The Council agreed Councillor Mr R Gaylor to co-sign his own cheque.
xiii	     The payment to: B Summerfield re: Ionos website invoice for August/25 @ £15.23 was recorded.
xiv	     The Clerk has arranged the D/D’s for future Ionos (Website) payments, was recorded. 		
xv	     The Invoice August 2025 from Parish Online re: clerk@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk @ £00.00 was recorded.
xvi	     The Invoice August 2025 from Mr R Pitts re: Green Maintenance 60B @ £110.00 was recorded.
xvii	     Recorded: June 25 RDC receipt of the second half of the 25-26 Precept @ £4,565.00.
xviii	        Recorded: the July 25 payment to: B Summerfield/First Quarter HMRC 25-26 PAYE-RTI @ £ 213.12.  
xix	     Recorded: the July 25 payment to: B Summerfield/IONOS June/July Website: @ £ 42.00.
xx	        Recorded: the July 25 payment to: J P Watson & Co re: Internal Audit 24-25 @ £ 185.00 (undelivered).  
xxi	     Recorded: the July 25 payment to:  Mr R Pitts Re: May Invoice 53B @ £110.00. 
xxii	     Recorded: the July 25 payment to: Mr R Pitts Re: June Invoice 55B @ £110.00. 
xxiii	     The Standing Order payments August/September 25 to the Clerk @ £284.16/£284.16 were recorded.
xxiv                 D/D payments: Npower Streetlighting (February-July) @ £ 614.51 was recorded.    
xxv                  D/D payments: Npower Streetlighting (August) @ £ 99.87 was recorded.   `
xxvi		    Resolved all payments, Invoices, financial statements, receipts, transfers and countersigned cheques.
      	       Proposed by Councillors Mr R Gaylor, seconded by Mr R Cann and agreed by all.
62  25-26    Remembrance Sunday 9th November 2025. 					
i	    A Revd has been invited to attend for a 9.45 am start, 
ii	    The Draft Remembrance Service sheet was approved by the Councillors.
iii	    The first trial use of the double speaker system for the attending Reverent and the publics use.
iv		   Copies of the above service sheets to be circulated to the Sutton Residents.
63  25-26    Streetlighting:  
	      Councillor’s reports:  P2 and P4 to be further chased. 
64  25-26    Highways, Pavements and Public Rights of Way:     
i	    (PROW 1: Sutton Road to Journeyman’s Way, Temple Farm Business Estate) blocked (reported 2990163).
ii	      Councillor’s reports:  The Chairman has written to the SOS re: the overgrown hedging opposite Templegate 
		   Cottages, Sutton Road causing lorries to move over the middle lines..
65  25-26    Website:	  
	   The website is to be updated with the inclusion of this meetings’ information.
66  25-26    Next Agenda Items from Councillors.     (for next Agenda and exchange of information only).
	    Items:     The continued late at night loud engine and tyre noise from enthusiast’s cars, on Temple Farm 
	    Estate, has been further reported.
67  25-26    The next Sutton Parish Council Meeting:    (PRECEPT)
	   at the Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH.
      	    Agreed:   Saturday 6th DECEMBER 2025) at 10 AM.       

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 11.32 am.
1st December 2025.                                                      B. Summerfield Sutton, Parish Council Clerk/RFO.
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