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MINUTES

                                OF THE MEETING OF SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

  HELD at BEAUCHAMPS, SHOPLAND ROAD on SATURDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2016
               at 9.00 am.

103 15/16
To Record the Members Present:                                                                                                 9.10 am


Councillor Mr C J Tabor ( Chairman ).


Councillors: Mr N Andrews, Mr B Howat and Mr R Gaylor. 

Ward Councillor Mr M Steptoe and Essex County Councillor Mr C Seagers.

No members of the Public.


Mr B. Summerfield.  [Parish Clerk].

104 15/16
Apologies and reasons for absence:      



Received by the Clerk in person via: email, letter and telephone: 



Councillor Mr A Bell (meeting/clash).
105 15/16
Declarations of Interests:  on items on the Agenda.
i

To receive all declarations of interests. 



None declared.

ii

The Chairman reminds Councillors to declare any further interests now and as they became evident to them, 

during the progress of the meeting.


106 15/16
Amendment to the 1960 Act    (Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014)


i
Councillors and the public may make a record of a meeting of the Parish Council by any media device capable of recording sound and image.


ii

Councillors and the public’s use of any media device, may not disrupt or distract the meeting by any mechanical noise, audio noise, oral 


commentary, light emissions or the movement or repositioning of visual recording devices.


iii

The Chairman of the meeting will ask any member of the public who disregards the above to refrain from using the media device and where 



appropriate to leave the meeting.

107 15/16
Public Forum: ( 5 min per person only )


(Specifically for Councillors statements, Guest Speakers, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions from members 

of the public) 


Ward Councillor Mr M Steptoe reported: the RDC are having to make a lot of budgeting changes due to Government cuts



-  not received any planning updates re: Fossetts Farm –  Fly tipping cleared daily - To clarify Minute 9015/16: as a 

member of the Planning Committee he has to stick to the constraints on pre-determination on planning issues but, he can 

step away from the committee to champion a local planning issue but in doing so will loose his single vote -  He and Colin 

have worked with ECC, Highways re: the reported costs of the Stonebridge Junction bridge – 


Councillor Mr C Seagers reported the LHP budget has been cut in half – expanded on his representations re: local 


highways problems and received complaints – Pathway on Sutton Road cleaned and made good – Wakering Sports Centre 

waste collection to continue once a month – all flooding problems direct to Richard Tatton-Bennett – Councillor Mr C 

Tabor reported the Red Brick Barn will be the Polling Station in place of the Church Hall.

108 15/16
To Receive the Minutes of the Meeting of 12th December 2015.



The Minutes were read and were resolved to be agreed.



Proposed by Councillors: Mr B Howat, seconded by Mr N Andrews and agreed by all.



The Chairman duly signed the Minutes as a correct record.

109 15/16
Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
(Not on the Agenda) 



(Minute -) 
Visit of RDC, Chief Executive, Amar Dave



Agreed to invite RDC, Chief Executive, Amar Dave to the next meeting on 2nd April 2016.
110 15/16
The Community Plan Steering Group.


Councillor Mr R Gaylor reported the Parish Plan is now typed up and will be presented at the next CPSG meeting in 

February 2016 and then onward to the SPC for proof reading. Meeting date to be announced.
111 15/16
Correspondence.
i    

To receive an e/letter January 2016 from Jacqui Baker re: U3A membership. 

ii

The Chairman declared a pecuniary interest in the next item.



Emailed complaint received from walkers using local footpaths was noted.
iii  

Letters/emails, Publications and Bundles: Making the Links, Fieldwork, Bus timetables, Essex Area Forum, etc placed on 

the table.
112 15/16
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities                  

i

The Clerk reported: The Code applies to Sutton and the ‘opted in’ scenario will result in:



a)
All items of expenditure will be published on the website



b)
The end of year accounts will be published on the website



c)
The Annual Governance Statements will be published on the website




d)
The Internal Audit report will be published on the website 



e)
A list of Councillors and their responsibilities will be published on the website



f)
The details of public Land and building assets will be published on the website



g)
The Agenda, Minutes and meeting papers of formal meetings will be published on the website.

113 15/16
Finance
i


A Financial Statement for the period ending January 2016 was recorded.
ii


The Precept demand on Rochford District Council 2016-2017 @ £6,229 was recorded.

iii


An Invoice January 2016 from Mr Pitts re: A5 green maintenance £110-00 was recorded.

iv


An Invoice February 2016 from B Summerfield/1&1 re: half year website charges @ £ 36-16 was recorded.

v


An Invoice February 2016 from Information Commissioner re: Data Protection subscription @ £ 35-00 was recorded.

vi

The payment December 2016 to Mr Pitts re: (46) Green maintenance @ £110-00 was recorded.

vii 

The payment December 2016 to Mr Pitts re: (A) Green maintenance @ £110-00 was recorded.

viii

The payment December 2016 to Mr N Andrews re: Poppy Wreath @ £17-00 was recorded.
ix 

The payment January 2016 to HMRC re: PAYE-RTI @ £151-80 was recorded.

x 

The D/D payment January 2016 to E.on re: Quarterly Energy for streetlights @ £180-52 was recorded.
xi
To resolve: all above payments, the monthly financial statements, transfers, grants and countersigned cheques.



Proposed by Councillors: Mr C Tabor, seconded by Mr N Andrews and agreed by all.
114 15/16
Streetlighting. 


Councillors reports: Outage at Beauchamps Cottages and an intermittent working, at Templegate Cottages.

115 15/16
Highways.


LHP, ECC Minuted quotations:
i
i
Request for 3 VAS units at 3 different locations along Shopland Road – To go into possible validation following 

Cllr Seagers’ support. Road surface anti skid to be determined. Accident database will be used to look into historic 

issues at these locations. 


ii
In validation.


iii
Councillor Mr C Seagers to investigate the SPC LHP request of 15th December 2015 for ‘Slow Markings’ on the 

road surface before Butlers Gate, Shopland Road.
ii
i
Shopland Road j/w Barling Road – Full culvert re-design to improve safety and drainage. Estimated cost of culvert 

redesign £124,000 (but up to £250,000 with related costs – e.g. land acquisition, consultations, surveys etc). A much 

cheaper option would be to mark out the junction with white lines or install a crash barrier to stop cars going into 

the ditch. If this is considered a safety issue a Member request form can be submitted (with County Councillor sign 

off) for a safety report to be undertaken. A site meeting to discuss options to be arranged.

ii
Shopland Road, j/w Barling Road, Rochford – build out kerb-line opposite ditch and realigning kerb. This is now at 

the design stage.

iii
Councillor reports: Councillor Mr C Tabor reported an electricity supply cable from the Wind Farm at Bradwell, to be 
installed at the Shopland Road Electricity Sub Station with the entrance gates to be widened on his land -  Will planning 
permissions be required? Councillor Mr M Steptoe to enquire! - A modern sports car using the Shopland Road as a high 
speed test track – Reg number to be obtained to report! –  Councillor Mr A Bell has become the local representative of the 
Neighbourhood Watch. The information to be circulated by the Clerk to all residents with the Quarterly NHW newsletter 
and GWC magazine.

116 15/16
Next Agenda Items from Councillors.           for next Agenda and exchange of information only.


Items
117 15/16
The Next Parish Council Meeting    

Agreed:    

Saturday 26th MARCH 2016


               
  to be held at Beauchamps, Shopland Road at 9.00 am.




There being no further business and with thanks from Councillors for his hospitality, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.22am.

29th February 2016.  
                                                                                           Mr B Summerfield       Sutton PC Clerk.
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