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           MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL at the CHURCH HALL, SUTTON ROAD on SATURDAY 11TH MAY 2013.

           at 10.00 a.m.

1 13/14  
Election of Chairman for 2013-2014. 





          10.03 am. 
i

Councillor Mr C Tabor was proposed for the post of Chairman by Councillor Mr A Dobson, seconded by Councillor Mr N 

Andrews and agreed by all.

ii

Councillor Mr C Tabor signed the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

 2 13/14  

To Record the Members Present: 



Councillor Mr C J Tabor ( Chairman ).


Councillors: Mr N Andrews, Mr A Dobson.


Ward Councillor Mr M Steptoe and Essex County Councillor Mr C Seagers.


No members of the public were present.


Mr B. Summerfield.  [Parish Clerk]

3 13/14  

Apologies and reasons for absence:      



Received by the Clerk in person via: email, letter and telephone. 



Mr A Bell (away) and Mr R Howat (work).

4 13/14  

To Receive Declarations of Interests:



Councillor Mr C Tabor declared a prejudicial interest in the item All Saints Church and Planning and will take no part.

5 13/14  

To receive the Agreed Minutes of the AGM of 19th May 2012.


i
All agreed. 


ii
Matter Arising: None.

6 13/14  
Election of Vice-chairman.

i

Councillor Mr A Dobson was proposed for the post of Chairman by Councillor Mr N Andrews, seconded by Councillor Mr C 

Tabor and agreed by all.

ii

Councillor Mr A Dobson signed the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

7 13/14  

Public Forum: ( 5 min per person only )

10.10 am.
i

Essex County Councillor Mr C Seagers discussed: Sticking to his election commitments – UKIP results had been a wakeup call – 

agreed a referendum on the EU was needed – will attend all PC meetings if possible – condition and maintenance of local Sea 

Walls were high on his list – insurances in the floodplains were rising – will be chasing Essex Highways for more concentration 

of our area – responded to infrastructure question – his contact numbers are 01702 216111 and cllr.colin.seagers@essex.gov.uk.

ii
Ward Councillor Mr M Steptoe discussed: Following the local elections the Councillor is now Portfolio Holder 2013 - 2014 - for 
Economic Development, Regeneration, Business Liaison and Tourism - is on the local Highways (RDC) panel, so all questions to 
him – Census results – Community planning levy (similar to the old 106) is being upgraded with training – updated temporary 
stop notices are proposed – temporary contract in place for grass cuts (urban 1 x month) and rural verges at 1.5 per annum – 
responsibility for local ditches is being investigated – his contact numbers are 01702 290433 and 
cllrmike.steptoe@rochford.gov.uk
8 13/14  

The Data Protection Act

10.55 am.

Copies were distributed and noted.
9 13/14  
Standing Orders:                  


Were agreed as updated and signed by the Chairman.

10 13/14  
Financial regulations:


Were agreed as updated and signed by the Chairman.

11 13/14  
The Council Risk Assessment:



Were agreed as updated and signed by the Chairman.

12 13/14  
The Complaints Procedure:


Copies were distributed and noted.
13 13/14  
Freedom of Information Act:


Copies were distributed and noted.
14 13/14  
Dates and Times of Meetings:
      
Frequency and timing of meetings for 2013-2014 were circulated and agreed subject to change.

15 13/14  
To Receive the Minutes of the Meeting of 16th March 2013.


The Minutes were read and resolved to be agreed.




Proposed by Councillors: Mr A Dobson, seconded by Mr N Andrews and agreed by all.



The Chairman duly signed the minutes as a correct record.

16 13/14  
Clerk and Councillors reports of Matters Arising from the Minutes:   


None

17 13/14  
The All Saints Church.

i

Councillor Mr C Tabor declared a prejudicial interest in the item. 

ii

Information was discussed.
18 13/14  
The Community Plan Steering Group.


The Clerk reported that the AGM on the 20th July was agreed as the date for the Community Plan Annual General Meeting – agreed to be organized with tea/cakes as a ‘meet your neighbour’ event for the community inviting Ward and ECC Councillors and Police, etc.

19 13/14  
The Shopland Conservation Area 

i


The Clerk’s letter of 14th January 2013 to the Rev David Coster, sent by email was recorded.

ii    


The Rev David Coster’s email reply (waiting for a response from the Chelmsford Diocese) was recorded.

20 13/14  
The Website

The Clerk reported the site to be updated following the updates of the AGM 2013.

21 13/14  
Planning:
Councillor Mr C Tabor declared a prejudicial interest in the following items and took no part. 
i
The Delegated Planning decisions on applications were noted:

 
i
no. 13/00140/PD  Land North and East of Fleethall Grid, Shopland Road, Sutton (Electricity Act 1989 – Overhead Lines 

– Rebuild Existing 33KV Overhead Line, Renew Existing Wood Poles. The Existing Electricity Conductor Will Be 

Replaced With 200mm ACSR Jaguar, But the Nominal Voltage Will Remain the Same).
                              
- The PC have no objection was recorded.
                    ii         
13/00141/PD  Land North and East of Fleethall Grid, Shopland Road, Sutton (Electricity Act 1989 – To replace Part of 

the Existing 11KV Overhead Line with an Underground Cable).
· The PC have no objection was recorded.

ii
New Planning applications: 

None.
22 13/14  
Correspondence.

i    
An e/letter March 2013 from RDC re: Publication of the Council Tax was recorded.

ii   
An e/letter April 2013 from RDC re: Parish/Town Council Forum will be held on 28th May 2013 Civic Suite, Hockley Road, 
Rayleigh at 7.30pm was recorded. 
iii   
The Notices of the County Election and to record the results  -  Mr C G Seagers was elected was recorded. 

iv  
The Clerk reported re: the Sutton PC letter supporting Hawkwell Parish Council’s request to Essex Highways for an 
investigation into a local road bypass was recorded.

v    
The Clerk reported re: Sutton PC request for inclusion of the Conservation Area at Shopland Hall and the Parish Sign 
under 
the RDC’s Byelaws for Pleasure Grounds, Public Walks and Open Spaces, was turned down as they are both on private 
land, was recorded. 

vi
Minutes of the RHALC meeting of  25th April 2013 were recorded.

vii


Letters/emails, Publications and Bundles: Making the Links, Fieldwork, Bus timetables, Essex Area Forum, etc placed on the 

table were recorded. 
23 13/14  
Finance

i


A Financial Statement for the period ending April 2013 was recorded. 

ii


The Clerk’s report of the Internal Audit 2012-2013 was recorded. 

iii


The Clerk’s report on the Audit Commission’s request for the SPC Annual Audit Return 2012-2013 was recorded. 

iv
 An Invoice April May 2013 from Mr Pitts re: 76200 General Green maintenance @ £55-00 was recorded.

v
 

An Invoice May 2013 from Mr Pitts re: 245354 General Green maintenance @ £55-00 was recorded.

vi
 The Clerk circulated detail of the payment of the Clerk’s subscription (£127-00) to the SLCC by Rettendon PC (in full) and the 

breakdown of the Pro Rata share of the Sutton contribution costs @ £9-77 was recorded. 

vii
 An Invoice April 2013 from EALC re: 3163 Annual subscription and NALC affiliation fees 2013-2014 @ £56-83 was recorded.

viii
 An Invoice April 2013 from Came & Company re: Annual SPC Insurance 2013-2014 @ £302-05 was recorded.

ix


The receipt of reclaimed VAT for 2011-2013 @ £307-05 was recorded.

x 
The payment March 2013 to the Clerk re: Annual Office Expenses invoice 2012 - 2013 @ £ 34-23 was recorded.
xi
The payment March 2013 to the Clerk re: annual Fuel Allowance invoice 2012-2013 – 75-53 miles x .46p @ £34-74 was recorded.

xii 
The payment March 2013 to A&J Lighting re: 25764 Annual Service 2013-2014 @ £ 314-28 was recorded.

xiii
The payment March 2013 to A&J Lighting re: 25691 Streetlight repairs @ £ 62-40 was recorded.

xiv 
The payment March 2013 to B Summerfield/1&1 Internet Ltd re: website charges @ £28-73 was recorded.

xv
The payment March 2013 to ICO re: Data Protection Act 1998 Reminder to Renew @ £35-00 was recorded.

xvi
The confirmation of the Renewal of the Data Protection Act was recorded .

xvii
Resolved all payments, the monthly financial statements, transfers, grants and countersigned cheques.



Proposed by Councillors: Mr C Tabor, seconded Mr N Andrews and agreed by all.

24 13/14  
Streetlighting. 



Councillor reports: None

25 13/14  
Highways.

i

A temporary speed restriction notice re: local roads was recorded.
ii

Councillor reports:     None.

26 13/14  
Next Agenda Items from Councillors.           For next Agenda and exchange of information only.


Items:  
None.

27 13/14  
Private and Confidential.

i
Pursuant to the provision of section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960: ( A body may, by resolution, exclude the 
public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the 
nature of that business or of the proceedings; and where such a resolution is passed, this Act shall 
not require the meeting to be open to 
the 
public during proceedings to which the resolution applies)
ii
Therefore: Pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential 
nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be temporarily excluded 
and they are instructed to withdraw to allow the discussion on exempted items: 
iii
In the interest of clarity the exempted items are, as before;


1) Employment matters: 


Engagement, terms of service, conduct and dismissal of employees.


2) Tenders and contracts: 


terms of tenders and proposals and counter proposals in negotiations for contracts


3) Early stages of any dispute.


4) Legal proceedings:

Preparation of cases in legal proceedings.

A 
The Clerk’s Employment Contract details were discussed.

28 13/14  
The Next AGM and Annual Parish Meeting    
Agreed:        


 Saturday TBA MAY 2014





at 10am. at The Church Hall, Sutton Road.
29 13/14  
The Next Parish Council  Meeting    
Agreed:        


 Saturday 6th JULY 2013. at 9.30 am. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting, with thanks from the Council for his hospitality, at 11.24 am.

2nd July 2013.  
                                                                                            

            
Mr B Summerfield.











    Sutton PC Clerk.
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