[bookmark: _Hlk93567968]                                                 MINUTES 
                                          OF THE SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
            at Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH.
                                        ON SATURDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2026 AT 10 AM.                                                                     
85  25-26   To Record the Members and Public Present:	10.am.
		  Councillor (Chairman) Mr R Gaylor.
	  Parish Councillors: Mr R Cann, Mrs A Coutts and Mrs C Lines.
	  Ward and Essex County Councillor: Mr M Steptoe.
	  Ward Councillor: Ms A Marriott.
	  Members of the Public:   None.
	  The Parish Clerk: Mr B Summerfield.
86  25-26   Apologies and reasons for absence:      
		  To be received by the Clerk only in person via: email, letter and telephone. 
i		  Acceptance of the reason for absence:  None.
ii	     Ward Councillors: Mr A Williams.
87  25-26   Declarations of Interests:
i		  To receive all declarations of interests including dispensations under the relevant provision s.33 of the
	      Localism Act 2011.  
ii		  The Chairman reminds Councillors to declare any further interests now and as they became evident to them, 
88  25-26   Public Forum: ( 5 min per person only )
	  Councillors, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions/statements from members of the public.
i	     The RDC Local Plan documentation was discussed at length.
		   I	Agreed the Councillors individual responses to the RDC, to be copied to the Clerk to send as a 
		  	collated Sutton Parish Council response by 24th March 26.
		   ii	Clerk to circulate copies of the Local Plan consultation paperwork to all Sutton PC residents.	
ii	  Ward/Essex Councillor Mr M Steptoe reported: the RDC Local Plan Consultation began on the 9th February 26 
	  (Reg 18) – All persons are encouraged to take part in this first stage – a second stage (Reg 19) will also have 
	  a consultation period around about December 26 – The RDC Planning Committee have written to the Gov. 
	  asking for clarity on Appeals, Green/Grey belt specifications, etc, etc.
iii	  Ward  Councillor Ms A Marriott reported: the Rochford District Budget was agreed last Tuesday after 1.5 hours -
	  1.9% for the RDC and 3.9% overall – a potential £600,000 towards Rochford District points of interest including 
	  the Freight House.
89  25-26   To Receive the Minutes of the Sutton Parish Council of the 6th December 2025.
	 The Minutes were Resolved agreed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk81560259]	      Proposed by Councillors: Mr R Cann, seconded by Mrs A Coutts and agreed by all.
		 	  The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record.
90  25-26   Matters arising from the Minutes:      (not on the Agenda)          
		  Items:	None.
91  25-26   Planning consultations and emails:	
	   Application no 25-6/000…/FUL  	None.
92  25-26   Training and Correspondence:
i 	   Councillor Mrs C Lines reported no contact from the Barling Clerk to date. 
ii	     Letters/emails, Publications and Bundles: Making the Links, Fieldwork, Bus timetables, Essex Area Forum, etc.
93  25-26   The PKF-L Audit Commission required .GOV.UK Domains:
	  	  The Clerk read to the council the proposed .gov.uk next stage information EALC SAPPS Assertion 10, from 
		  Parish Online (PO).
		  Councillors agreed the next step with the PO (Website management, etc) as quoted at £300 per annum + vat.
94  25-26   Finance:   (AGAR EX0242).
I	     To receive the SPC Financial and Metro Bank Statements of 21st February 2026.
ii		  The above financial statement balances to be agreed by Councillors: Mrs C Lines and Mrs A Coutts.
Iii	      Agreed: Transfer HMRC 4th Quarter 25/26 PAYE-RTI @ £ 219.87.
iv	      Agreed: Transfer B Summerfield Office use 25/26 @ £ 95.62.
v	   Agreed: Transfer B Summerfield Fuel costs 25/26 @ £   32.01.
vi	   Agreed: Transfer ICO Data Protection Annual Fee @ £52.00.
vii	   Agreed: Potential Transfer or Cheque to Mr Pitts March 2026 @ £110.00. 
viii	      Recorded Transfers: HMRC PAYE-RTI (Late Payment) @ £ 100.00	.
ix	      Recorded Transfers: HMRC PAYE-RTI (3rd Quarter 25-26) @ £ 213.89.  
x	   Recorded: an Invoice September 25 from Mr R Pitts re: 63B Green Maintenance @ £ 110.00
xi	   Recorded: an Invoice October 25 from Mr R Pitts re: 64B Green Maintenance @ £ 110.00  




xii	   Recorded: an Invoice November 25 from Mr R Pitts re: 66B Green Maintenance @ £ 110.00
xiii	   Recorded: a donation the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance @ £50,00
xiv	      Recorded: Parish Online .GOV.UK (Councillors Emails) @ £ 192.00.
xv	      Recorded: Metro Bank Account maintenance fee @ £ 3.00.
xvi	   Recorded: the Standing Order payments January/February 26 to the Clerk @ £293.19/£293.19.
xvii                Recorded: the D/D payments: Npower Streetlighting December/January @ £ 154.66/£ 169.90.
xviii	   Recorded: the D/D payments: Ionos website December/January @ £ 28.80/£ 46.80.
xix		  Resolved: all payments, Invoices, financial statements, receipts, bank transfers and countersigned cheques.
      	      Proposed by Councillors Mr R Cann, seconded by Mrs A Coutts and agreed by all.
95  25-26   Streetlighting:  
	      The Clerk reported Feedback with contractors for P2 and P4 in progress. 
96  25-26   Highways, Pavements and Public Rights of Way:     
		  Councillor reports: 
	   i	overgrown hedging opposite Templegate Cottages to be requested to be cutback by the land owners.
	   ii	Noise generated by antisocial cars to be reported to the police by: 999 (ask for antisocial behaviour).
97  25-26   Website:	  
	  The website is to be updated with the inclusion of this meetings’ information.
98  25-26   Next Agenda Items from Councillors.     (for next Agenda and exchange of information only).
	   Items:     None
99  25-26   The next Sutton Parish Council Meeting:    
	  at the Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH.

      	   Agreed:   Saturday 18th APRIL 2026 at 10 AM.       

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 11.35 am.


21/04/26.                                                                             B. Summerfield Sutton, Parish Council Clerk/RFO.
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