[bookmark: _Hlk93567968]                                                 MINUTES 
                                          OF THE SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
            at Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH.
                                        ON SATURDAY 25th APRIL 2026 AT 10 AM.                                                                     
100 25-26  To Record the Members and Public Present:	10.01 am.
		  Councillor (Chairman) Mr R Gaylor.
	  Parish Councillors: Mr R Cann, and Mrs C Lines.
	  Ward and Essex County Councillor: Mr M Steptoe.
	  Ward Councillor: Ms A Marriott.
	  Members of the Public:   None.
	  The Parish Clerk: Mr B Summerfield.
101 25-26  Apologies and reasons for absence:      
		  To be received by the Clerk only in person via: email, letter and telephone. 
i		  Acceptance of the reason for absence:  Councillor Mrs A Coutts.
ii	     Ward Councillors: Mr A Williams.
102 25-26  Dispensations Requests:
		  Councillors requested Dispensations as Rate Payers, Precept and Planning matters and filled in
		  and signed their Dispensation Forms.
103 25-26  Declarations of Interests:
i		  To receive all declarations of interests including dispensations under the relevant provision s.33 of the
	      Localism Act 2011.  
ii		  The Chairman reminds Councillors to declare any further interests now and as they became evident to them, 
104 25-26  Public Forum: ( 5 min per person only )
	  Councillors, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions/statements from members of the public.
i	  Ward  Councillor Ms A Marriott reported: Funding for the Rochford Square, signposting locally – Looking 
	  forward to the tour of the Old House, South Street, Rochford.
ii	  Ward/Essex Councillor Mr M Steptoe reported: The Southend FC training grounds hording well be removed in 
	  the near future - Training ground questions coming up this next week – Road works in South Street: the 
	  Waterboard is replacing the old lead pipes – further works scheduled in May – As the Essex Councillor he has 
	  chased White Linings, etc – Libraries will be charging for ordering/reserving books - The Shadow Council will 
	  be elected in 2027 – May 2028 will be the elections date for the new Unitary Council with Southend x 42 seats, 
	  Rochford  x 24 seats and Castle Point x 24 seats – Parish Councils will have a bigger role in the near future.
105 25-26  To Receive the Minutes of the Sutton Parish Council of the 21st February 2025.
	 The Minutes were Resolved agreed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk81560259]	      Proposed by Councillors: Mr R Cann, seconded by Mrs C Lines and agreed by all.
		 	  The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record.
106 25-26  Matters arising from the Minutes:      (not on the Agenda)          
		  Items:	None.
107 25-26  Planning consultations and emails:	
i	  Recorded, the circulation of the Sutton Parish Council (Local Plan) consultation letter to all residents.
ii	  Recorded, the Sutton PC response to the RDC Local Plan consultation.
iii	   Recorded, the Application no 26/000178/FUL: Scotts Nursery, Sutton Road, Rochford, Essex.
	   (Part Change of Use of Land from Garden Centre to Sauna and Plunge Wellness Centre). 	
	   i	Recorded, the collated Sutton Parish Council objection response to the RDC re: the above Scotts application.
	   ii	The Council are opposed to the application for the following reasons 
1. Traffic and Access Concerns The introduction of a wellness facility of this nature is likely to generate a 
significant increase in vehicle movements to and from the site. Unlike a traditional garden centre, 
which benefits from more predictable and seasonal traffic patterns, a wellness centre would attract 
visitors throughout the day and into the evening. This raises concerns regarding increased congestion 
on local roads, insufficient parking provision, and potential risks to pedestrian safety in what is 
currently a relatively low-impact retail environment. 
2. Noise Pollution The proposed development is likely to introduce a level of noise that is not consistent 
with the current use of the site. Activities associated with a sauna and plunge pool facility, including 
increased visitor numbers, extended opening hours, and general use of outdoor or semi-outdoor 
amenities, could result in noise disturbance to neighbouring properties. This would have a detrimental 
impact on the amenity and tranquillity of the surrounding area. 
3. Not in Keeping with the Character of the Area  A wellness centre represents a fundamentally different 
type of use compared to a garden centre. The proposed development does not appear to align 
with the established character and purpose of the site or the surrounding area, which is primarily 
retail and horticultural in nature. While we do not wish to hamper any business aspirations, this 

proposal appears contradictory to the current purpose of the business and the established use of the 
land. The introduction of such a facility risks altering the visual and functional identity of the location i
n a way that is inappropriate and potentially intrusive. 
4. Change of Use The proposal constitutes a significant change of use from a retail garden centre to a 
leisure and wellness destination. This shift raises important planning considerations, including whether 
the site is suitable for such use and whether it complies with local planning policies. The cumulative 
impact of this change has not, in my view, been adequately justified ).
iv	   Recorded, the Planning application no. 26/00088/FUL Shopland Hall, Shopland Road, Sutton Essex.
	   (Demolition of Existing Outbuildings and Subdivision of Existing Plot to Provide New Single Storey 
	   Self-Build Bungalow to South of Main Dwelling with Associated Works Including Extension of Existing Driveway).
	   I	SPC has no comment.
v	   Recorded, the Extra late received application no: 25/00754/FUL Scotts Nursery, Sutton Road, Rochford, Essex 
	   was accepted by Councillors: Mr R Cann, seconded by Mrs C Lines and agreed by all.
	   ( Erection of 5 no padel courts (Use Class F2) together with associated access, parking, directional lighting and 
	   fencing. Siting of container to provide reception, changing rooms and storage  )
	   I	(The Sutton Parish Council objects based on: Light and noise pollution to the near neighbours, The 
		proposed opening hours, The nearest bus stop is in the Southend area, Traffic generated will add to the 
		further blighting of the narrow overstretched Sutton Road and Overdevelopment in the Greenbelt).
vi	   Agreed the Clerk to set up a meeting with Scotts of Southend between the Chairman, Clerk and Scott for an
	   unofficial exchange of planning direction information.
108 25-26  Training and Correspondence:
i 	   Councillor Mrs C Lines reported re: a letter from the Barling Clerk, Steph Raine re: progress with the 
	   RCCE for a Rural Exception site choice.
	   I	With thanks to councillors Mrs C Lines, the Council agreed the further information into the combined 
		Barling/Sutton Parish Council research into the RCCE Rural Exception sites.
ii	   To record that the Government have decided that the Devolution group members in Southeast Essex will be: 
	   Southend on Sea, Rochford District and Castle Point.
iii	      Letters/emails, Publications and Bundles: Making the Links, Fieldwork, Bus timetables, Essex Area Forum, etc.
109 25-26  The PKF-L Audit Commission required .GOV.UK Domains:
	  	  The next stage progress report from Parish Online re: ‘New site ready’.
	      The Chairman reported that (Cllr.) In front of the Councillors new Parish Online email addresses is 
		  not working.   Clerk to chase.
110 25-26  Finance:   (AGAR EX0242).
i	      Received the SPC Financial and Metro Bank Statements of 25th April 2026.
ii		  The above financial statement balances were agreed by Councillors: Mrs C Lines and Mr R Cann.
iii	      Received an AGAR Audit notification (from PKF-L) and from Internal Auditor Mr J Watson, for 2025-26.
iv	    Received a notification of the Sutton Insurance from Gallagher Brokers for 2026-27.
v	    Recorded, the council agreed estimate from A and J Lighting for a maintenance contract for Sutton Streetlighting.
vi	    Recorded, the April 50% PRECEPT payment from the Rochford District Council for 2026-2027 @ £ 6,456.00.
vii	    Recorded, a May Cheque payment to Mr Pitts 30th March 2026 re: Greem Maintenance 69B @ £110.00. 
viii	       Recorded, a May transfer payment: EALC re: annual subscription @ £75.39.
ix	       Recorded, a May transfer payment: RCCE re: annual subscription @ £63.60.
x	       Recorded: the April Metro Bank maintenance fee @ £  3-00.
xi	       Recorded Transfers: the agreed February HMRC 4th Quarter 25/26 PAYE-RTI @ £ 219.87.
xii	       Recorded Transfers: the agreed February B Summerfield Office use 25/26 @ £ 95.62.
xiii	    Recorded Transfers: the agreed February B Summerfield Fuel costs 25/26 @ £ 32.01.
xiv	    Recorded Transfers: the agreed February ICO Data Protection annual fee @ £52.00.
xv	    Recorded Transfers: the agreed Standing Order payments April 26 to the Clerk @ £293.19.
xvi	    Recorded Transfers: the agreed the D/D payments: Npower Streetlighting April @ £128.16.
xvii	    Recorded Transfers: the agreed March/April D/D payments: Ionos website April @ 28.80/ £28.80.
xviii		   Resolved all payments, Invoices, financial statements, receipts, bank transfers and countersigned cheques.
      	       Proposed by Councillors Mr R Cann, seconded by Mr N Andrews and agreed by all.
111 25-26  Streetlighting:  
	     Councillor reports:  None.
112 25-26  Highways, Pavements and Public Rights of Way:     
I	    Received the Essex Highways positive response to Planning application 26/00088/FUL, Shopland Hall, Sutton.
ii		   Councillor reports: 
	    i	The overgrown hedging opposite Templegate Cottages in progress.
	    ii	Noise generated by antisocial cars to be reported to the police by: 999.
113 25-26  Website:	  
	   The website is to be updated with the inclusion of this meetings’ information.
114 25-26  Next Agenda Items from Councillors.     (for next Agenda and exchange of information only).
	     Items:    None to date.


115 25-26  The next Sutton Parish Council Meeting   (APM/AGM):    
i	   The Clerk to set up a meeting: 
	   i          Wednesday 20th May or Thursday 21st May at the Red Brick Barn at 6.30 for 7 pm start till 9.30 pm. 
	              or
	   ii         the Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH on Saturday 23rd/ 28th 
	              MAY 2026  APM/AGM at 10 AM.       

ii	   The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor Mr Rikki Cann and Mrs Jane Cann for 
	   their Parish Council hospitality over the previous year, which was warmly supported by all.

	   There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 11.31 am.

15th May 2026.                                                                        B. Summerfield Sutton, Parish Council Clerk/RFO.
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